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Made manifeit; 
Whoſe litle finger is become hea- 


vier then their perſecutors che biſhops Loyns, wFo have 
ſet up an Image amongſt them in New-England, which all 
that will not bow down unto, and worſhip,muſt under- 
go all ſuch Sufferings as can be invented and in- 
fiited by the hearts and hands of ſuch men 
whoſe tender mercies are crue]. 


Which may be ſeen in this ſhore relation of their cru- 
elty, which was preſented to the Parliament, and now re- 
commended to the conſideration of all ſober people, that 
they may ſce how theſe profeſiors of New-England have 
loft their former tenderneſs, who fled from perſecution, 
and now are become the chiefeſt of Perſecutors. 


Whereunto is annexed a Copy of a Letter which came 
froniifſÞc who hath been a Magiſtrate among them, 
to a friend of his in London, wherein he gives an 
account of ſome of the cruel ſufferings of the 
people of God in thoſe parts under the 
Rulers of New-England, and their un- 
rightcous Laws. _ 
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LONDON, Printed in theYear 1659, 


' 
norco 


To the Parliament of the Commonwealth 
of Fnegland, 


FF Declaration of the ſufferings of ſeveral of the people of God (onr friends and bre” 
thren, who work out their ſalvation with fear and trembling) in New England,and 
amongſt the Dutch inhabiting in that land , the ſum of which ſufferings are es ſol- 
leweth, the moſt pariof which [ufferings have been ſuſtained in twelve moneth:- 


Leven ſtrangers which are free-born Engliſh received 22. whipings , the 
ſtripes amounting to 35 0.Elcyen inhabitants and free-born Englith re- 
ceived 16. whippings, the Xripes amounting to 1 60. Fourty five imprif- 
onments of trangers and inhabitants, amounting to 307. weeks z two 
beaten with pitch ropes, the blows amounting to 139. by which one 

of them was brought near unto death; twenty five baniſhments upon penal- 
ties if returning,fnes laid upon the inhabitants amounting to 318 pound elevery 
ſhillings 3 five kept fifreen dayes in all without food, and fifty eight dayes ſhut 
up clole by the Goalor, and;bad none that he kneiy of 3 and from ſome o! them 
he ſtopt up the windows, hindering them from convenient air ; one laid neck 
and heels for {ixteen hours ; one very deeply burnt in the right hand with the 
letterH;one chained the moſt part of twenty days to a log in an open priſon inthe 
Winter ; five appeals to England denicd at Boſten ; thiee their right cars cut by 
the Hangman z one of the inhabitants of Seem, had one half of his houſe and 
Land ſeized on, while he was in priſon a moneth before he kneyy of it. 

Theſe following ſufferings among the Dwurch, through the means of one Tho- 
mas Willet an Eng/ich man, as It is {atd, in whom there hath been long an impla- 
cable enmity againſt the power of godlineſs; one beaten with near an hundred 
blews, with a four inch pitch rope,in which time he ſell down twice as one dead, 
and afterwards was tied up by the hands,& a log tied 10 his feet and ftript to the 
waſt, and whipt with rods by a Vegro with firipes without meaſure; his back , 
breaſts, and arms bleeding, being much cut, and abundance of blood coming 
from them, and kept about eight weeks in priſon, in a dirty miry dungeon, not 
fit ro keep Swinein 3 three of the inhabitants of that Collony being Engliſh, 
were impriſoned inthe Wiater indirty dungeons, and one of them ned hfty 

ounds. 

. The cauſes of the ſorementioned ſufferings are impartially laid down as fol- 
loweth, «nd commended to your ſerious conſideration, that whereas the Lord 
God hath put power into your hands, you may make uſe of itto his praiſe and 
glory, in ſaving the innocent, and delivering the oppreſſed , and breaking the 
yoaks of the o;prefior, and ſtanding up in the power of God, to —_ the 
cauſe of the perſecuted people of God ; fo will the detires of the honeft-hearted 
be to the Lord for you , that you may proſper in your undertakings, and that 
your eyes may be opened to ſee what 1s amiſs. . 

In the year 1656. two-women named' Mary Fither, and Fnne Avulin, who, 
were moved to go to Boſton in New England, where they were impriſoned near 
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fve weeks, andfewy or none ſuffered to come to them, and by order from the 
Governor and his afliſtants, their boxes were rifled, and what books was found 
in them was burnt ( which books declared againſt {in and wickedneſs) by the 
hangman, and aſter ſometime, upon ſuſpicion without ground, of the womens 
being witches, they were ſtripped ſtark naked, and ſearched after ſuch a manner, 
which modeſty cannot particularly mention , but they were ſo dealt with that 
one of them who had been the mother of three children, ſaid, the had not been 
ſo ia the birth of her children, as ſhe was by this inhumane ſearching, and after 
this without convincing them of any crime (beſides threatening to whip them , 
they ſorced the Maſter of the ſhip to ſend them back to Barbados ( according to 
their order) upon his own charge from whence he brought them. 

Seon afterthis there came to Boſton in a Londen ſhip eight more of the peop'e 
called Quakers, andafter ſome flight examination of them, and neer eleven 
weeks unpriſonment, wherein ſew were ſuffered to ſpeak with them , except it 
were to.enſnare them, and ſeyeral abuſes they ſuffered , as the taking away of 
their things z the Maſter that carricd them was forced to bring them againto 
England, and was impriſoned four dayes, fornot yeilding at firſt to their de- 
mand ; ſo theſe eight alſo were violently ſent away without any crime worthy 
of baniſhment laid to their charge. 

Nicholas V pralt aninhabitant in Beſſon, an ancient weak man of age fixty 
years, and of an honeſt report, for declaring againſt an oppreſiive law , and an 
a@ irvented intheir wills (before his door with the beating of a Drum ) againſt 
ahem that are called Quakers, wherein they were calleda curſed ſet of hereticks 
and blaſphemers, and great penalties laid upon any who thould bring them in- 
to their juriſdiftiony and that the Quakers ſhould be pur in prifon and whipr, 
&c.) was impriſoned and fined twenty pounds, and ordered to baniſhment in a 
months time , and not to return under pain of impriſonment, untill he &14d con- 
feſs his fatilt in declaring againſt their law , and beforethe time was out of his 
departure, they ſent for him and fined him three pounds more for not coming 
zo their worſhip, accordiag to their law, five ſhillings ſor every :{ dayes abſence 
from their meeting 3 fo the old man went into Plimonth Pattent , which is the 
next Collony, determining there to ſtay that Winter , the which the Governor 
thereof { being an unreaſohable man ) ſought by all means to hinder him , but 
thorow the moderationof ſome of the Magiſtrates, he was ſuffered to ſtay, but 
in the ſpring he was forced away , and this was in the Winter time which is fo 
cold in thoſe parts that itis dangerous to travel; the conlideration of theſe things 
have made us tothink, that piity is wholly departed from them. 

In part of the year 164 7. and 1658. theſe followingsſufferings were ſuſtained 
by ſome ſtrangers who are called Quakers , vinoin obedience to the Lord went 
to New England, andalſo by ſome inhabitants in the ſame land who ſuffered for 
the exerciſe of a pure conſcience, 

Chriſlophes H«lder, and 1:hn Cepeland for geing to an Illand called Martins 
'Vincyard, had taken from them nine ſhillings three pence in mony by the Go- 
yernors order,& delivercd unto ſome Indians to carrythem off the I'and, among 
whom they found more kindneſs then among their own vrofefſing Country men, 
and aſterwards for being takenin Pl/imouth Pattent , they were had before the 
Court, and ſent away above fifty mi'es a+ vagabondt. 

, Alſo Humphery Norton for being taken at Sandwitch on a firſt day, was carried 
to Plimonth by the Conſtable, and there Kept priſoner ſeveral dayes , and af yo 
wards 
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wards ſent away as 2 vagabond aboye fy miles by the under Marſhall 3 Williew 
Brendand Tohn Copeland, for not going out of Plimonth Collony in fourty eight 
hours, as required of the Magiſtrates, the weather not being ſeaſonable for tra- 
velling,it being very wet and 1n the depth of Winter, were whipt with rods, Wil. 
Arend received ten (tripes, and ]+. Copeland two aty two ftripss backward & fore- 
ward, drawing blood of back, breafts, and 2r:nes, and this cruelty did they on 
them without any law, ſaving their own wills, although the priſoners ſtrongly 
pleaded O/jvers Inſtrument of Goverameur, which gives libecty to al! protel- 
ling faith in Chriſt Jeſus &c. but that was nut regarded by them , though they 
profeis themſelves to be under the Government of England X 

William Nulaxd and Ralph Aliininhabitants of Sandwich in P/immauch Colloe. 
ny, tor entertainingthoſc who are cal'ed Quake:s, and hayias mcec.ngs at their 
houſes, anddenying to fwear, and refuſing ro give in ſ-curity for the good be. 
haviour, were fined twenty 'lullings a piece, for which was t:ken from Williams 
Nu'-1d a Heifer bet:er worth then thirty ſhillings , and their boc.ies iinpritoned 
near five moneths in the deptit of Winter near thirty miles from cheir wives and 
faniiiies, which were great, having many ſmall childcer, which did prove much 
to their damage, anc at their firſt moneth Court,tn rhe year 1658. were cleared 
without any crime laid to their charge yet according to the Governors order 
were to pay five illings for theircommitment,and {ve hillings for their releaſe- 
ment, and &ve ſhillings for every day of their impriſonment , the waich (they 
denied, yet did they f(atizfie the Marihal for their diet ro 113 content. 

Perer Gaunt, Daniel Wing , Ralph Ailin, and Will. Allininhabicants of 
Sandwich, were lummoned to the Court held at Plimmwtch , in the firſt moneth 
165 8. under the pretence ot ſellony according to their law, for breaking into z 
mans houſe, where the man of the huuſe cleared chem, and the Governor told 
them there was aimiftake in the ſammons, yer for not putting off their hats, he 
fined chem tweaty (billings a piece, for which was taken from them to the yalue 
of ve pounds, and at this Court they madea Law againſt friends, laying both 
fines and other ſufferiags upon buth inhabitants and {trangers , who ſhould meet 
together forthe worſhip of God contrary to their form ; The ſufferers under this 
Law follow. 

Flumphery Norton and lohn Rous for going to'the Town of Plimanth, were 
apprehended and pur in priſon and had twoer2minitions , wherein were many 
falte charges laid againſt them, and 7s. Kous did much plead with them for that 
liberty which free-born Engliſh men ought to have, yet of it was denied, and 
furthertoenſnare them, had an oath of the Maziftrates own making tendered to 
them , the which they :ctuling , becauſe they could nut fear for conſcience 
ſake, the Governor called H.N. a Jeſuice, and faid he Looked upon 79. Kos as 
Jeluated, and fo cauſed Hum. Norton to be thipt with'twenty three firipes, and 
{0'n Raus with fifteea , and returned them to prifon again for not giving theaa 
money. 

At this Court there wasthree of the inhabitants of Saxdwitd put inthe ſtocks 
fortaking !%hn Rows by the hand , afterhe came from vetore the Court. Oa the 
ſcyeath of the fourth moneth 1658. being the &. ſt day of the week, which they 
call their Sabbath, ſome friends were met tozet>er t > wait upon the Lord at Send- 
witch, and by ord:r from the Court, did the Conſtable come among them , and 
warn 14: of them to be at Plimonith by the next day at noon , which was twenty 
miles diſtant, the moſt of theta-that was ſwunmoned appeared at the time and 
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place appointed, where they were fined ke pound a piece , forreſufing to take 
an oath which the Magiſtrates would impoſe on them without any order from the 
powers of England, and or refuling it,great hayock was made of their eſtates. 

Ebriſlopher Holder and Jobs Copeland, tor being taken going to a meeting at 
Sandwizch, was kept by the Maiſhall priſoners ſeveral days, and afterwards re- 
ceived with a threefolc whip thirty thice ſttipes , to the wounding of the kearts 
of ſeveral, (o that a woman who was a ſtrapger to them cryed out in the grief of 
her ſoul, and anguiſh of her ſpirit , beholding the cruelty that then was atted) 
and ſaid, How long Lord! how long will it be, ere thou averge the blood of 
thine ele! and after bewailing her ſe!f, and lamenting het !o1s, ſaid to this pur- 
poſe, Did 1 forſake fatherand mother, and a!' my dear relations, to» come to 
' New Englandfor this? did I ever think that New Engi.vid would come to this? 
Who would have thought it> We could delire that the lame ſenliblenefs did en- 
ter into the hearts of all co whom this doth come, and then would thoſe who are 
In power here, make the condition of their ſuffering ſriends their own,and ſtand 
upinthe power of God,and plead the cauſe of the opprefſed,that fo the warth of 
the wicked may beltox ped, and the innocent may be delivered out of his power. 

Apain flaxtcen of the inhabitants of Seraniich were ſummoned to the Court 
held at Plimouth, in the eighth moneth 1658. and there were fined five pound a 
piece for not (wearing, the which they could not do for-conſcience ſake; in the 
gathering of theſe fines, with the others before mentioned, the violence fol'ow- 
10g was done. 

Edward Perry for not (wearing, ned fifteen pounds, for which they took from 
him five Cows and tyo Heifers, worth twenty ſeven pounds, without ſhewing any 
Warrant for what was done by them that touk them. 

Robert Harper for not (wearing, fined ten pounds, and had two young Oxen 
and two Hceifers taken from him, worth thirteen pounds. 

Ralph Allin for not ſweating, fined ten pounds, and had cattle taken from 
him, ma;ked for the Country, worth eleven pounds ten fhillings. 

Themas G reenfeild for not ſwearing fined ten pound) , and taken in cattle and 
other goods from him, eleven pounds it: value. 

Richard Kirby for not ſwearing, fined fifteen pounds, and had four Cows and 
one Calf taken for it, worth Lixceen pour.nds. 

William Alla tor the ſame, fined ren pounds, and twe Cows and a Steer ta- 
kenforit, worth thirteen pounds, he was alto fined five pound more on the ſame 
account, but of the taking of that, we bave not yet an account. 

Mathew Allinfor the fame , fined ten pounds, and had three Cows taken 
from him for it, worth twelve pounds. 

Daniel Wing fot the ſame, fined ten pounds , and had for it taken to the value 
of twelve pounds. 

George Allinfor the ſame, fined five pound, andhad cattle taken from him 
worth bx pound. 

William Gifford ſor the ſame, fined ten pounds, ard had goods takenfor it 
worth twelye pounds. 

Thomas Ewer, a poor laboring man, who got his living by day fabor, for re- 
ſuling ro ſwear, had ſeyen pounds ſtopt in one Kicherd Chadwell: hand, which for- 
; merly he had earned, and ſor not fatis{ying their wills, they took the value of 
rep ſnillings from him. | ; 
© Atthe £1ghth monetb Court, becauſe friends did not raight way go out - 
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the Court, to the ſatisfying Thomas Princes haſty will, he caſt three of them into 
priſon, where they were kep:{everal days inthe cold weather from their families. 

Erom three of the innabitants of Sandwitch, for not ſatisfying their wills, was 
taken cotlevalue of twenty one thillings. 

1hu Jenin, a yvetYy Foor man, for not ſatisfying their wills 3 had his pot tay 
ken fr::mhim that he uied to dreſs his meat in, | | 

Arthur Howland, a man of leventy years of age, and one that had ſuffered 
under the Bithop>, for not delivering up une Robert Hodgihons to the Conſtable 
at liis dem in, without a Warcant, was fined five pound, for which was diſtrain- 
ed from him a Steer and a Bull woith more ; again ſuch was their malice againſt 
this old man, that they attem "ted to caſt him 1ato priſon, in the cold Wiater 
ſeaſun, and he Ce!:red rather that he might have liberty to repair to Englanito 
make l:is caſe known to the powers here, bur was not permtited , but had becn 
caſtinto priſon had no: wo of his brethren out of pitty to his old age engaged 
for him. 

Alſofor a ſmall matter which they required of himfor the Prieſt,in theſpring 
time they took from him the Iron furr: we, be'onging to his draught, for want 
of which (although it was a thing + imal! value , yet hard to be had in thoſe 
parts) the old man was much damnified. 

Elenry How!and his brother, inthe Townof Duxbery, for having a meeting at 
his houſe, andnot ſerving on the Jury, was fined one pound ten thillings , and 
had is taken from him. 

Surely if the New Englands profeſſors care was as great to pay what they owe 
unto all men, as they are to lay fines uyon tender coniciences, and to take from 
them more then their fines come to, their credit-»rs both in .-1G England and elſe- 
where, would have little cauſe to complain of them, but that ſpirit which leads 
to dojuſtice in all things,is quite caſt out from amongthem,both Church, Court, 
and Country ,aad that is the reafo!: why ſo many have cauſe to complain of them 
in this particular. | 

The particulars of theſe forementioned ſufferings , were moſt of them given 
under the hands of the ſufferers, who ſeveral of them are mean in the outward, 
and arc by probability 1kely to be ruinated as to the outward(with their families, 
many of them having ve: y many ſmall childreny it fome courſe be not taken to 
prevent the courte 0 thele uamerciiul men. 

They that have beenthe chict authors of theſe ſufferings, are, Thomes Prines 
Governor, /chn Aden, Tho. Willet, Wil s"" lier, lofiah Winſlow, Thomas South- 
worth, Tho. Hinckley, &c. Magiſtrates, who are violeat periecutors of the gvod 
people in Plimewch Pattent, making a prey upon ſome , and keeping ethers in 
ſuch ſear , that they have much wronged tneir conſciences; and that nothing 
might be wanting by them to trouble tr © honeſt people, they made one George 
Barloe one of their Marſhals, extraordinary, finding him to be a man of a ſpice 
fie ſor their purpoſe, who hath (b- f:,rc he was in place) been ready upon all oc- 
calions tojoyn with the Conſtable to hunt the Lambs of Chritt, and hinder their 
peaceable mceting together; and fince he hath been in now cr, he hath made 
uſe of it to the utmoſt, to diſturbe friends whe: they have b-ca quiecly met toge= 
ther to waitupon thc Lord, and when to aynid ht» troub/ciome ſpirit they have 
with-drawn into the woods, then hath) it been his work to hunt af (er chem, ma- 
king their Sabbath a day of hunting, & »2ing forwarded 1 his wic kednei; by the 
Magiſtrates, he hath not ceaſed niuch wo 45 He friends; as once late in the night 

broke opea a frieads door at Sandwi. ch, and went into wok of the rooms ins 
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houſe, under a pretence to ſearch for Quakers, although there was none in the 
houſe at that time that he ſearched for; .nd the enmity 1n him is ſo high, that he 
faid he would not leave them worth a groat ; bur he is a ft man for ſuch a woik, 
baving formerly ſuffered the terrors of God for his uncleangeſs with an Indian 
as he {aidhimſelf, but now iis conſcience is ſeared. 

Humphrey Norton for coming into a Town called Soxthoid in the eyenin2 on 
long Lland, intending in the will of God next day to paſs away , was apprend- 
ed, and eartied to New Haven, and there kept the moſt part of twenty dayes 
and nights in an open priſon in the Winter leaſon, with his legg chained to a 
log of wood, in which time he was examined, and ſentenced by Francir News 
man and his afſiſtants ( who are Magiſtrates for New Haven Collony) tobe 
whipt, which was done with thirty {ux ſtripes, as the ftuuders-by ſaid; but had 
been more if a woman had not asked, whether they would kill him. +». Io 
be burnt ia the hand with the letter H. which was cruelly excecuted onhis right 
hand very dcep. 3. Baniſhed him, not toreturn , bur upon the utmoſt (ewlure 
of the Court. 4. To pay ten pound as a fine, for which a Datchman, contrary 
to H. Nor:ons conſent, paid them twenty nobles, ; 

Sarah Gibbens and Dorothy Waugh,tor guing to Hartford in Connefticut Col + 
lony, were impriſoned ſeveral days, and after had fome of their cloaths taken 
from them, and ſold to pay their fees. 

Theſe following ſufferings in Boſton Pattent, called Maſachulers Bay, 

Mary Clark a modeſ and innocent woman, ſearing God with all he: houſes 
for going to Beſſon in obcdicnce to the Lord, was whipt with twenty ſtipes, with 
a threefold whip, and kept a priſoner aboye twelve weeks. 

Chriſtopher Holder and lohn of 901" being at Salem meeting, 2 Town in 
Boſton Collony, and Chriſtopher ſpeaking ro the people after the Prict had done, 
one Brown a Commiſſioner caught hold of his hair, and ptucked him back. 
ward by it, and for want of a better argument to ſtop his mouth with, he clapt 
his gloyes on it, and a little after they were apprehended by the Cunſtable, and 
caitied priſoners to Bsſfon , and there received thirty tripes a piece with their 
threefold whip , which cruelty ſo ſcized on a woman that ſtood by, that the 
fell down as one dead ; to which they added nine weeks impriſonment in very 
cold weat!:er, ſuffering none to come tothem,. in which time they were kept up 
in acloſc room rhree daysand tiree nights without bread or water, onely once a 
priſoner gaye them alittle water, for which the Gaolor threatned him , and this 
was becaulc they were not free to work, chat the Gaolor might haye eight pence 
out of eyery (hilling they earned, but chey did notrefuſe to work fo as to earn 
theic diet, and beiug called before the Governor and Magiſtrates, the Governor 
told thew they deſerved to be hanged, becauſe they in a paper warned the people 
notto joyn with their Rulers in what they did » 18 being contrary to the fpirit 
that gave forth the Scriptures 3 all thi> they ſuffered, not haviog in the leaſt been 
charged with the tianſgreſſion of any righteous law. 

Caſſandria Southsch, an inhabitant of Salem , forentertaining the two before 
mentioned, was kept in priſon neer ſevea weeks, and for owning a paper of their 
' giving forth,was fined fourty ſhillings, the which they took. 

Richard Dowdney being travelling in obedience to the movings of God upon 
him toward» Bofton, was apprehended in an Ordinary, in a Town called Ded- 
ham, and from thence had to Beſton, before the Court there ſitting , who cauſed 
him to be ſearched, and tookfrom him what papers they would, and alſo judg- 
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ed him to be whipt with thizty cruel (tripes , the which was done within three 
hours aſter his coming thither, - and continued him about twenty dayes in 
prifon. | 

A little beſore the releaſement of the ſorementioned ſufferers (to wit) Mer 
Clark , Chr. Holder, Iohn Copeland, Rich, Dowdney pnd Caf. Sorwthich, they had 
them before a Court in Boſten, who read unto them another law , which they 
called an addition to the former law s which was made inthe eighth moneth 
165 6. under which law friends had ſuffered moſ cruelly ; they added yer fur- 
ther to theic cruelty this law, which they made in the eighth month 1657.which 
ſaith, Thatevery male Quaker having once ſuffered the law of whipping , for 
coming gain into their Collony, £.all have one of his ears cvt, and fas coming 
azain the thi;d time, ſgll have his other car cut off, and every woman Quaker 
ſhall be whipt ſeverely every timE ſhe comes, nntill' the fourth time of her com- 
ing , and t'rea the man and the woman both, ſhall haye their tongues bored 
through with a hotIron; and all this cruelty for only coming into their Collony, 
yet ſay they every Quaker arthng an;ong our ſelves,thall be alike uſcd as the law 
pron ides againſt foraiyn Quakers. ; 

Lawrence Southich and Caſſandria his wiſe, and 7oſezh their ſon, inhabitants of 
Salem, for ſaying that the Rulers and Prieſts, and laws were bloody, were taken 
from their fanuhes and occaſions, and carried themto ZBeſiwn, where they were 
whipt with ten ſtripes a piece, and kept priſoners ſeveral days inthe twelfth mo- 
neth :657. and when they were let out, order was given that they ſhould nor 
ſtay above an hour 1n any houfe, under the penalty of their law , which is four- 
ty fhill:ngs an hour for any that conceal or entertain Quakers. 

William Maſton an inhabitant of Fiampron in Boſton Collony, for having two 
ſmall bo-k» which declared againft finin his houſe, was fined ten pounds, the 
which they took from him, and for their Prieft, andfor not going to their wor- 
ſhip, they fined him eight pounds, and for viliting friends in priſon, he was 
kept in priſon two weeks, andthreatned to be laid 1n Irons, and this was in very 
cold weather. | 

William Shattuck an inhabitant of Boſton, for not coming to their meeting at 
Bofton, wa: whipt with ten ſtripes, and kept in priſon ſeveral days ,- in the 
firſt moneth 1658. and afterwards baniſhed from his wife and family, in which 
time Kichard Bcl/ingham Deputy-governor, uied his utmoſt endeavor to ſet his 
wiſe and children agai::f hun, biding them difown him. 

Serch Gibbens and Dorothy Waugh for going to the meeting houſe at Boſton , 
were whipt with ten ſtripes a piece, and for retuſtng to work for the Gaolor,were 
kept ſeveral days and nights without eating any thing , and to prevent their 
friends from conveying any thing to them , the Goalor nailed up the window 
where they were, and he told them they thould leave their carcaſſes behind 
them. 

Florred Gardiner an inhabitant of Newper:upon Road Iſland , and a mother 
of many children, for going to the meeting houſe of Weyniouth in Boſton Col- 
lony, was carried to Beſffoz, and there whipt with ren ſtripes, and the maid that 
helped her to carry herſucking child, was whipt alſo, and continucd in priſon 
about fourteen days. 

Thomas Harri:tor going to theSteeple-houſe at Boſion was put in priſon, and 
whipt with ten ſt.ipes, and for not working for the Gaolor, was .cpt near five 
days and five nights without any food , fo that by probability he had _ 
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had not afriend telieved him in the night ſeaſon ; and at another time,hiad two 
and twenty blows lard on him with a pitch rope by the Gaglor. 

Some:une after 7h». f/77is was comnutted to prion, 1/illiam Prend and Wl, 
Leddra were ſent to Boſton from Sa/em Court, tor beiag taken at Newberry, and 
there were whipt with ten [tripes a piece, and for refuling to work for the Gaolor, 
they were kept ſeveral days without any food that the Gao'or knew of; alittle 
afcer they were whipt, the Gaolor Jaid Filliam Brend neck and heels (as it is 
called) i1xteen hours according to his own words, and ſeeing that would not do, 
the next day the Gaolor laid on him 1 17. blows with a pitch rope , and had laid 
more it his rope had held, andthreatacd to do the ſame again to him and the o0- 
ther friend the nextday,and whea he had done went into his houſe to his prayers; 
notlong after, the life was near departing out of Wiiliams body, and notice be- 
ing given in the Town, many came to fce him, where they beheld the ſad 
ſpe&acle of a Church-members cruelty, and great indignation aroſe in the mo- 
derate ſpirited people againſt the Gaolur z this thing being done , the Governor 
and his aſſiſtants made a ſhew as if it were not done by their order (but did ſeem 
to be apainſ it, and topromile the peopie that juſtice ſhould be done on the 
Gaolor ; but the Gaolors wife was heard to fay that they were till putting her 
husband on to beat the quakers, aud now he had done it they would not ſtick by 
him : The next firt day inthe foren2on, a note was put up at theirmeeting- 
houſe, declaring that the Gavulor thou!d be brought to a tryal , but in the aſter- 
noon another was ſtuck up which made the former null and void ; after their 
even ſacrifice was done, as was relatedto us, a meinber of their Church at Bs- 
ſton (tood up, deliring that the Gao!lor might be dealt with for what he had done, 
and their chief Prieſt ohn Norton ood up in oppolition , and ſaid to this pur- 
poſe, That William Brend had labored to beactheir Ordinances black and bleyy, 

and what if the Gaolor had beat hun black and blew, and if William Brend nad 
died, he would ſtand up for the Gaolor, and if they dealt with him he 
would leave them ; and {ince we have not heard that the Gaolor was checked in 
the leaſt by the Ruleys for what he had done,but their carriage towards him doth 
plainly ſhew, that what he hath done they approve of ,, and fiance they have en- 
deayored to make a thew as if it was lefs then was reported , but it was fo bad 
that one Clark, a Chycurgian and a member of their Church, ſaid, it was a mi- 
racle if cyer he recovered, for the fleſh was fo bruited, that he expetted ic 
fhould rot off the bones ; 'and of this there is many witneſſes in Boſton and elſe- 
where, but after ſometime through the love of God, William was reſtored to 
health. 

The Gaolorhaving thus cruelly nigh murdered William Brend , great compaſ- 
{ion aroſe in ſeveral of the inhabitants of Befion, whoin ſome meaſure mini- 
ftred ro#:i5 neceſſities for the relief of the outward man, for which five of them 
were prelented ; ſo they wiilneitber (hew mercy themſelycs nor ſufter others. 

Samuel Shattuck , locthua Bufſum and Samuel Gerkjn,inhabitants of Salem,for 
being taken at meeting, where the two torcmentioned were, were ſent to pri- 
fonto Bofion, without any fair tryal or queſtion azked them concerning Religi- 
on, where they were whipt with tea ſtripes a piece, and kept neer a moath from 
their families and occalions In the beginning of harveſt. ; 

Lawrence Sauthich and Caſſandra his wite, and Zoſtah their fon , for being taken 

at the ſame meeting, were put in priſox and there kept lixteen weeks, and Caſ- 


ſandra whipt with ten ſtripes, ali this time not ſuffering them at all to ma their 
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families,although it was deſired: in whith time it being barvefl, they loft the 
reaping of a Meddow, of which formerly they have had twenty load of hay in 
a year, for want of which their cattle was likely to periſh in Winter : by the 
means of this their reftraint, their eſtate is much rut to rum , and fume fines 
were levicd, and after allthis they were let forth, not a* Quakers; fo here they 
have proved all their former ſufferings eo be without cauſe and illegal. 

Alſo at one of their Courts they put a daughter of the forementioned old 
peoples in the ſtocks, for telling the Magiſtrates when ſhe was called before them, 
that they perſecuted her father and mother. 

The next day after Will. Brend: great ſufferings, Fumphery \'orton and Zobn 
Rows, were moved to go to Boſton to their mecting-houſe , out of which they 
were haled to priſon; and from thence before the Magiſtrates, where ſeveral 
queſtions were asked chem , and ſering that they altogether [were ſet to do miſ- 
chief , the priſoners appealed to the chief powers of England, deliring to have 
their cauſe tryed here, but that was flighted by them, and reply made, no ap- 
pealing from this Court,to England; fo they were ſentenced to be ſeyerely 
whipt,the which was done with ten ſtripes a piece on them,ſo hard as they could 
be laid on by the arm of a bitter ſpirited man;the Governor and Deputy-Gover- 
nor,for all che ſufferings of 11. Brend,not having as yet ſatisfied them(clves with 
blood, gave forth a Warrant to this effe, That the Quakers now in priſon, for 
being obſtinate and refuting to work, ſhould be whipt once in three dayes, the 
ficſttime with fifceen tripesy and the ſecond time with eighteen , and the third 
time with twenty one ſtripes , and ſo adding three eyery time till ſurther order 5 
the which was executed upon four of the priſoners , before their former ſtripes 
was healed, which cauſed pitry to ariſe in ſome , who contrary tothe priſoners 
conſent, hired their Marſhal at ag unreaſonable rate to convey them out of theic 
Collony. 

Alſo Nicelas Phelps an inhabitant of Salem, and a manof a very weak body, 
was cartied from his houſe and family ro 1pſwirch-couct in the time of harveſt, 
and committed to the houſe of corretion , where he was whipt three times in 
five days with ten ſtripes at a time, and after about fourteen days impriſonment, 
was releaſed without the leaſt crime laid to his charge , which might occaſions 
ſuch ſufferings. 

Chriſopher Holder and 7ohu Copeland going to Boſton, according to the mo- 
vings of God, was taken up at a Town called Dedham , and from theace by a 
Conſtable was had to Boſion before the Governor , who committed them ta 
priſon, where they ſuffered much cruelty, and after three weeks impriſonment, 
Tohn Rows for going to Befton was apprehended at an Inne , and put un priſon al- 
ſo, and after thirteen days; they were called before the Court of Afﬀiiſtants, where 
they were much cailed at and reyiled, and after three days were called before the 
Court again, between which two tryals they had a fat in Boſton , which proved 
like po. or faſtfor the ſheding the blood of the innocent;at this their ſecond trial 

the priſoners ſeciag ao juſtice could be had from them , they were ſtirred much 
in their ſpirits, to make their appeal to Exg/and, which was much flighted and 
diſregarded by the Governers and Magiſtrates, and the priſoners were returned 
to priſon, being ſentenced by them) to have each of them his rightear cut off by 
the hangman, and as they were going out of the Court , becauſe one of them 
puton his hatzthe Gaolor ſtruct twice at him with a great ſtick he had in bis _ 
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andfaid in the face of the Court, You knave, I could find in my heartto kneck 
you down; but forit he wasnot checked by them in the leaſt ; and after fix days 
impriſouments more, the Marſhals deputy, acompained with the hangmaa, and 

ſeveral hard hearted people came to the priſon , where they were , and after they 
had barred the priſon door faſt , and tet in none but whom they would, ior ſuf- 

fering any friends to the priſoners to comgin, he read his Warrant to the priſon- 

ers, which wasto this efte&t, Commanding him to ſce the Executioner cut of 

the right ears of /ohn Copeland, Chrifopher Folder, and Jobn. Row, Quakers , for 

the breach. of the law titled Quakers ; and charged them before as blaſphemers, 
but could prove nothing againſt them, for when acco:ding to righteouineſs the 

priſoners have expetted that the Magiftrates ſbould haye brought their accuſers 
face to face, and cleatly in the ſight of the people, convinced them of what 

they charged on them, which is butequal andjuſt, in fiead of this all along, they 
have entred into a diſpute with them , it may be about the hat or ſome ſuch 

thing, and when they have diſputed wich them fo long as they have a-minde, 

then what before they have preſcribed in their mindes , they have ſentenced the 

perſecuted to ſuffer 3 and this hath been from time to time the manner &f their 

proceedings againſt them who are c1lled Quakers in New England 7 after he 

had read this Warrant, 7s. Rows ſaid, we haye appealed to England ; the Mar- 

ſhal ſaid, I have nothing to do with that, ſo the Warrant was executedupon the 

priſoners, by cutting their right carts; and after Chriſtopher Aoldey and Tobn 

Copeland had been nine weeks 1n priſon , and 7ohn Rows fix wecks , they were 

Jet out, 

Katherin Scoran inhabitant of Providence, anda woman of a blameleſs con- 
verſation as they themſelves conſefſed, for viliting of the priſoners when their 
ears were cut, and witneffing againſt their cruelty , was impriſoned three weeks, * 
and whipt with ten firipes, and great cauſe had ſhe to witneſs againſt their cruel- 
ty , forthe ſame fpint had baniſhed her ſiſter Lnne Futchinſon out of their 
coaſts, becaufe ſhe differed from them in judgement , and imprifoned her chil- 
dren the moſt part of abitter cold Winter, for going to Boſton to vilit their kin. 
dred 3 and Fnne Hutchinſon being baniſhed from among them, went with her 
family to dwell under the Durch Government. where they were cruclly murde- 
red by the Indians, whoſe innocent blood crys to the Lord for vengeance upon 
the perſecuting ſpirit which rules in New England; the truth of the laft mention- 
ed (uftcrings, and the fad opprefiion that poor people have born 12 thoſe parts 
for canſcience ſake 3 Henry Y ane 18 not altogether unacquainted' with , for the: 
diſlike of which, although he was their governor, yet had hein ſome meature 
a taſte of what fiuites the Spirit of New England yeilds to them ghat op= 

ofec it. | 
F Sam. Shattuck, Nic. Phelps, and Tothnua Bufſum, for being taken at a meeting; 
at Salem, were warned to 1gſwitch Court by the Conſtable, and there appearing 
Sem. Shat: and Nic. Phelps, was by the Magiſtrates Daniel Deniſon and Simon 
Rneadfirees , fined thirty ſhillings a piece, for being twice at a private meetin 
and twice abſent from the publike meeting ; and 70h. Buffſum fined fiſteen ſhil- 
lings for the ſame, and for being Quakers were whipt and kept priſoners, 
aſter three weeks impiiſomment , wherein they were kept ſometime in the cold 
weather in a priſon which much wanted 1epair, &for ſome time theGaolor would 
not let them out for extraerdinary occaſions, they having ſuffered all this abuſe, 
were Jct eut notas Quakers, the laſtlaw beipgread to them (which was yr mc 
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Bakon, wherewith they threaten Gp f0 are called Quakers that come ute 
their |uriſdien with baniſhment upon pain of death. 

Bekides the ether ſufferings that they inflited upon Samuel Sh atuuck, as fines, 
whippings, and ſeveral weeks impriſonment from his Family , while hee was by 
them kept in priſon, they ſeized upon half of his houſe, and ground belonging 
to it, a moneth before he knew of it: The report of which coming to him, hee 
went to the Marſhall to know the truth of it , who told him that it was fo, and 
two had been with him to buy it, and that he intended thortly to have it priztd, 
and to putit coſale : The Marſhall alſo havingexpreſs Order forthwith to ftrazn 
ſeveral fines of the Inhabitants of Salem, which may amount to above one hun- 
dred pennds ; the particulars of which at preſeht we cannot give an account 
of. All theſe ſufferings in Boſton Pattent was /ohn Indicor, Governor, and Rich. 
Zellinghim, Deputy-Governor, Simon Broadſtreer, Daniel Denniſon, and ſome 0- 
thers, Magiſtrates, Authors of, and chief Aﬀors in, who according to the worgs 
of the wiſe man, are as roaring Lyons, and ranging Bears among the poor peo- 
ple. : 


Theſefollowing Suffering: were ſuſtained in the New Netherlende. 


Rebere Fodghon for being ina town called Hempfted under the Dutch Go- 
vernment, was apprehended and brought before one Gilderſleeve , an Engliſh- 
mag, and called a Magiſtrate, who committed him to cuſtody while he himſelf 
rode to the Dutch Governor, and brought the Fiſgall and a guard of 
Muſquetiers, who pinioned him, and after an inhuman manner tyed him to a 
Carts tail, and ſo brought bim to New-Amſterdam, (with two women -whoaz 
they took hold of for receiving him, the one had a childe then ſucking ) where 
Roberewas caſt into a dirty Dungeon ; and aſter twice calling him before them, 
an Accuſation was read unto him in Dutch, and all that was interpreted by The- 
mes Willes their Interpreter, was this; Itis the Generalls pleaſure , ſeeing you 
have behaved your ſelfe thus, that you are to work two yeers at a Wheelbarrow 
with a Negro, or pay, or cauſe to be paid 600 Gilders ; and for refuling to works 
they cauſed a Negro to beat him with a pitch repe &igh four iaches et, ill 
he fell down twice as one dead: And feeing that they could, not accompliſh 
their ends thus, afterſome time keeping him in theirdirty dungeon, and nat duf- 
feringhim to have convenient food to fuſtaig the outward man, he was carried 
into a private room, and there was tyed-up by the hands, and alog of wood tyed 

+ to his feet, and ſtripped naked to his waſte, anda ſtrong Negro cauſed to lay n- 
bundance of ſtripes on him with rods'both backwards and forwards, ſo that 
back, breaft, and arms were grievouſly cut, and much blood run from him » and 
after a while they looſed him, after two dayes he was tyed again as before , and 
whipts and after a while, he delired ſome time of conhiderationz and having in- 
uired of God what to doin this cafe, he had liberty to werk; and after this am 
liſh-woman came to waſh his ſtripes, who ſeeing him ſo low in body, told her 
husband ſhe feared he would not live till the morrow ; but after a few dayes, 
Robers was through the loye of God reſtored to health again, and after a while 
through the means of the Governors lifter, was ſet at liberty. It is thought by 
ſeverall moderate people, that Captain Filler, an Engliſt-man, and ove of 
Plymouth Magiſtrates, wasthe cauſcof theſe ſufferings, by incen&og the Dutch 
Governor with ſeveral falſe ſwag them that are called Nueker: ; for 2 little 
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before this, Robert wat with the Dutch-Governor, and the Governor was very 
moderate to him but fivice through miſinformation, ſuch a deadly enmity is 
grown up in him, that upon all occaſions he doth ſeek re ruinate thoſe that do 
receive or own the Quakers ; and ſor this purpoſe hath made a Law, that thoſe 
that receive any Quakers into their houſes (hall pay 50. I. the third part of which 
the Informer isto have, and to be conceaied; andif any Veſſel ſhould bring a 
£uaker into their ſuriſdiftion, it ſhould be forfeited with the goods. Great are 
the ſufferings of the Englith under the Dutch in thoſe parts , they waiting to 
make a prey upon them upon all occalions, eſpecially the honeſt part, and we 
know that it wou d be a great joy of heart to many there, if the Powers of En- 
row would take the Government of the Englith upon them, that ſo they might 

e caſed of the yoke under which ſor tome time they haye ferycd , they being 
liable to great fines and abuſes upon every occafion which the Dutch will take. 
Two mit; named Mary Weatherhcad, and Dororhy Waugh, for ſpeaking in the 
ſtreet of New-Amfſterdam, were calt into two Dungeons apart , which were fo 
naſty, that ſeveral thuught they could not live inthem; and after eight dayes im- 
priſonmeat were led through the ſtreet with rods tyed to their backs, to a boat 
that wa to go to Road-Lland, and were therein pur. 

Tohn Tilton and Ian Charerton for receiving them that are called Quakerr,were 
impriſoned. ; 

Tobias Feak and Edwerd Hart, becauſe they could not proſecute the Dutch- 
Governors Order againſt the Quakers ſo called, were caſt into priſon, being Of- 
ficers and Inhabitants of the town called Vlithing. | 

Henry T owneſend for _—_— ſome friends iato his houſe was fined 50 1. for 
not paying of which, he was caſt into a miery Dungeon inthe winter ſeaſon, and 
for his releaſment ( his wiſe and friends fearing his welfare in that naſty place, 
and the ſeaſon being ſo cold ) took a pair of young Oxcn and a Horſe, al- 
though he had no more, and gaye them to the perſecutors to free him out of 

riſon. 
w All the Sonfſcrings that were ſuſtained in Boſton Pattent were private , ſome- 
times with the doors of the priſons faſt ſhut, and many times very few by when 
they a&ed their cruelty, the perſecutors taking their time to do it privately, 

And of all the Warrants that have been given out againſt them that have ſuffe- 
red in Boſton-Parrent ever {ince the fixth moneth 1657. they have not had one 
copy from their perſecutors, although many times it hath been asKed for by themz 
but their laws being things whiah were more publike, copies of them the Suffe- 
zersgot, butnone ſaw onefrom their perſecutors, and for that though it was 
ſhort was paid one ſhilling, ſix pence ; and if itbe yonr delires to ſee their Laws, 
wherein they hayec far our-ſtripped the Biſhops, as well as in their cruelty, we the 
Subſcribers knowing your defires init, ſhall produce them , dehiring that as in 
the ating of their cruelty they covered themſelves with darkneſs, fo that now 
their deeds may be throughly brought to light , that ſo the fimp'e and honeſt 
hearted in this Nation, who have heard much of the fame of their profeſſion, 
and think they Rill Rand as they did, may ſee and know upon what ground they 
nowftand, whoſe thirſt will not be ſatisfied without blood. 

And friends; whereas there is and bath been a great talk of the cbnverſion of 
the Indians in New-England, and many out of their delire to forward ſuch a 
work, haye largely given towards it, and a great ſhew of a glorious converſion a- 
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own ends, they being fed with RE money, for which they mult make a 
ſhew of ſomething 3 but this can we teſtifie , haying been often among them, 
That the gieateſt conyerlion that is wronght 2mong them is, they are converted 
from their former {inplicity, into ſubtilry, deceit, and hypocrike : And what 
more can be expeRed, whilſt they are under ſuch a Miniſtery as 1s upheld by cru- 
elty, and whoſe life and livelihood ſtands in theſe things before-mentioned ? 
and as for the profeſſion or talk of God which they haye ned of the Englith 
it is but asa Tradition ; for 7ohn Rows being at a friends houſe in Sandwitch, 
where one of them who are called Chriſtian Indians came : he being delirous to 
ſee if any thing of God was ſtirring among them , he asked the Indian where 
God dwelt ? he pointed over his head, and ſaid in heaven, as ignorant peop!e 
uſe to anl\wer : Z.R. asked him how he knew 2 the Indian anſwered , He would 
tell him if Le had his book ,. ſo he ſkewed wherein his know edge of God ftood. 
And at another time, Z.R. met with another Indian at the ſame ne and asked 
him if hee we:e a Chritian? heanſwered I: And whether hee knew Chriſt? 
He ſaid1 : So 7 KR. asked him, It he ever faw Chiit? The Indian ſaid, No: So 
1.R. told him. if hee had not ſeen Chriſt hee did not know him 3 to which the 
Indian could not tell what to anfwer : Many inſtances of the like nature mighe 
be written, As when ſome of them have been asked, Who did tell them ſuch a 
thing? They have anſwered, Mr. E!li92, or: Mr. Maho , or ſome other, ſhewing 
that they knew no other Teacher to guide themor inſtru them- And ſeeing & 
knowing the deceit and badneſs of rhe New-England Prieſts, in cauſing people 
to believe that which is not true, through their boaſting of high things , which 
never as yet were d'5ne by them, in faithtu'neſs we write this for the laying open 
of all deccit, and for the information of the honeſt-hearted, that they may not 
be made # prey upon any longer by the Priefts ; for if they will preach among 
the Indians they ſhould do it freely : And friends, wee do believe thatif ſuch a 
courſe as this were taken, that if that meny which is ſet apart for the converting 
of the Indians (as it is thought ) were committed to the hands of ſuch here as 
* will befaithful in layingit our, upon ſuch things as the Ladians need, as cloath- 
ing, &c. and that it be ſent over to New-England, and there faithfully given 
forth amongſt them as their need ſhall be 3 the Englitl: alſo themſelves thewi 
forth a good life and converſation among them, more good by this means wil 
be done to the converting of them, and far more g:ory will be brought to God, 
then hath as yet been through all the preaching of the Prieſts , for their talking 
doth but _ into a form, but this would beget into the power, and bring them 
to delire to know the God whom fnch ſerveth. And whereas fome row: z1f 
this be done, the Miniſters will want encouragement to labor to convert them : 
Truly to ſach we anſwer, When the time of their converting to the power of God 
comes, thoſe Miniſters that will be imployed in that work, will not need encou- 
ravgement from man; for if men doth nor ſeck to hinder them , they ſhall not 
nced to encourage them, for they will be ſuch as dyell in the powerof God,and 
by it are guided, the nature of which is to-carry onthoſe that are led by it, with 
all _ and valour to do that which they arecalled to, and their reward is 
with God ; but the earthly ſpirit muſt haye earthly encouragement , or it will 
faint 5 but that which is put into their mouths, is as water which is caſt upona dry 
barren howling wilderneſs which cannot be ſatisfied: therefore might it bemore 
ſerviceable either to make uſe of itto a better uſe then at preſent it 18, or let faith= 
ful men be imployed in this bufaneſs, that ſo the caterpillars and devourers may 
RE , bee 
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be famiſhed. And truly with ſadneſs may it be ſaid , that more evil have. they 
learned from the Englith then good, for drunkenne(s and feyerall other things 
which are evill , were not a_——_ them before the Eagliih came into the Land , 
which {ſince is increaſed , it is like, thoſe who have part ia this gain will riſe 
up againk us, as Deme;rius did againſt Paw! for fear of loſug their gain 5 but we 
are wel fatisfied,that when the hidden things of darkneſs {hai be brought to lighe, 
that theg abundance of deceit will be found in this de{lign of (cemi converting 
of the Indies; and if you deſire a further teſtimony of the truth of this, we do 
believe that there are many in ſeveral parts of New-Zng/and, for the laying 0- 
pen of deceit , will give under their bands what further they know concerning 
this matter: And this is not written out of prejudice to any mans perſon, but in 
loveto the {imple that the deceitful ſpirit may be diſcovered, and truth may be 
made manifeſt to all, and all occaſions of ftumbling which may hinder any from 
coming to the knowledge of God and Chriſt Jeſus the light, may be removed out 
of the way of all, whether Jew or Geatile, Turk or Indian; for there is a feed a- 
.mong them which mult be gathered. 

And friends, having inſhort laid before you theſe ſufferings which have beem 
met with by the innocent in New- England, with the grounds and cauſes accor- 
to the truth, which truly we ſhould haye ſaid little of, were it not for the 
fake of thoſe that may follow us, who may drink the ſame cup, and more bitter 

if the rage of the wicked be not opt; for acooonng to the Law at Beſton , if a 
men come into their colony that ſaith thou to a fingle perſon, or keeps on his 
hat before one they call his Superior, or dath not acknowledge a Trinity of per- 
ſons,e&c- which we read not of in Scripture, he is to be baniſhed upon pain of 
death : And alſo for the {ake of ſome inhabitants , whoſe ſufferings have been 
great, and others who groan under the ſame yoke; this is the chief cauſe of the 

, preſenting this to your view : for what abuſes we have ſuffered by them, all the 
world cannot make us amends for, beiug marked as rogues uſe to be ; bur being 
annocent, and hating all ſuch ations as may juſtly deſerve ſuch marks, in true 
quietneſs we reſt, being marked for the ſheep of Chriſt, and bearing in our bedics 
the marks of the Lord, Jeſus: And having thus done , wee have diſcharged our 
conſciences, and this will lie upon youzto ariſe in that pewer'which the Lord God 
hath given you, and plead the cauſe of the opprefled, who hath go helper in the 
earth;and in this work the Lord God wil be with you, and wil(as he always hath 
when you haye taken ſuch works of mercy in hand) proſper you: And if in 
wiſdom you ſhould fee it meete to take the Government of the four Ynited Co- 
lonies into your hands, and give the honeſt and {incere-bearted free liberty of 

ciencegit would make many a glad heart in that land , and would bee as 
ſtrength co the weak , and as the _ of the priſon-doots to the captives, 
which would be a good day ; and this if you come into the wiſdom and power 
of God, you might ealily do, by which all things ſhould be governed, and fo an- 
Gxerthe defires.of many of the Inhabitants who much deſire it, who groan un- 
derthe arbitrary power that the high-minded Rulers of New-Englandſgovern by, 
and alfo prevent the further ſhedding of innocent blood , and the ſpoiling of the 
innocent: And-if this thing you do not feek to prevent, now you have the pow- 
eriin your hands, and an opportunity to improve, it will lye heavy upon you, 
and be a ftainto your poſterity : but that you may bee preſerved from ſuch a 
ight and tain, and. may uſe the power put into your hands, according to the 

il of Gedg without abubang it in the leaſt, 18 the delice of us ; whe wait to a 
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the power of the Lord ſet up, and the os of the manof ſin ſpoyled and 
brokenzfor bearingwitneſs againſt which,we have ſuffered the cutting off our ears 
from our unkind Countrymen in New-England, named, John Copeland, John 
Rows, and F/umphrey Norton, whowas burncin thehand. 

If their agent here in Z»g/end have any thing to ſay on their behalf y he may 
do well to appear: | 

There doth a query ariſe whethertheythas'a&ing ſo contrary to the _—_— 
ment and wholſome laws of the Englith Nation, and ,making ſo proudly laws 
according to their own wills, notin the leaſt in them making mention of t i 
notice of the ſupream powers of England, haye not focſeired their Pattent. 

Friends if any of you have a dehire to read our examinations when we were 
before the Rulers we commend you to a book titled, New England: Enfigne, fold 
by Giles Caltart , -and to a book titled , The Popich inquiſition newly erefled in 
New England, fold by Thomas Simmons at the Bull and Mouth neer Alderſgate, in 
which book moſt of their laws are printed and anſwered, the which books may 
be ſerviceable for any of youto read for your particular ſatizfation. 


Al Paper ro New Englaad. 


You friends, teachers and Chriſtians of -New England, and Magiſtrates , you 
have ſhamed your Chriſtianity, you have ſhamed your teaching,you have ditho- 
nored your authority: What baniſhing, what ſpoiling of the goods of the ſervants 
of" the Lord, for the word of God fake : what whipping , impriſonung , and 
cruel torturing of the bodyes of the people of God do you make, and bave you 
made? what blooding of them, mafſacring, ſlaying, cutting off the ears, diſmem- 
bering have you made of the ſeryants and people of God ? yea Colonel Rows 
his Son, who came amongſt you to vilit the priſoners, and ſee what they wanted, 
betng in your cruel tortures; Oh what a noiſe you ſend abroad in other Nations! 
What hunting up and down , and breaking iup meetings, and diſturbing the 
meetings of tuch as fears God, more like mad men thea a people of a ſober 
carriage! but as it written, perſecution wasever blind , and fo ated like hood» 
wink men, whoſe fury, malice, and heat, wasnot afſwaged, untill F7um Norton 
you had burned in the hand : which ſhews you are a people more likely bred at 
Rome, who are ſo expert with your tortures, whips, ſcourges, pitch ropes, that 
you beat and whip and laſhthe ſervants of the Lord God withall , untill their 
bodys become like untojelly, who are become unmerciful, cruel, hard-hearted, 
deadly in your perſecution, fierce, rigorous in your madneſs; and now have got 
up alaw to kill, putro death, baniſh ſuch as ſay thou to you, and puts not off 
their hats, and goes under the name of Quakers , whoſe names in ages to come 
will tink and be recorded, whoſe madnets, fury, bloodinefs, cruelty, will ſtand 
upon record for ages, who ſtain your Nation with the blood of the innocent, and 
ftains themſelves with the blood of the ſeryants of God, whoſe innocent blood 
liesdropping upon you, which nothing wil quench your rage but the blood of the 
innocent, and burning, and banithing, and (poiling of their goods, and _— 
havock of them, and purting to death, taking away life ; nothing will ſatizhe 
you devourers, it ſeems, but life; Bow you will have life , now you ſet up your 
law, which you call higher power which all muſt be ſubje@ to, which none muſt 
diſobey your 27% ns isto kill,to banith,to whip,to burn;to cut off ears; 
and this is called a higher power ſet up if New Eng/and, which who diſobeys ie, 

—_ 2 5 Tn ns . " di 


-— 


oy ps (16)' 

diſoheys the higher yas and this is (6) olellicg (to whip wich pitcht ropes) 
of Magiſtrates and Chriſtians and their teachers, buin, kill, baniſh, 
break up meetings of them that fears God, ſoil their goods, five them, whoſe 
cruelty hath tained them with the blood of the Saints , and corrupted the land 
with innocent blood, which ic will be hard for ever to be repaired again, the 
breach which they bave made berwixt them(ſelyesr and God , which hath thrown 
away his do&rine and command, which is to love cacmics, and entertain 
firangers: nut teebarn egemies, not to whip them with : itch ropes, not tocut of 
their ears, baniſh them and ſpoil their goods, not to burn them in theirhands , 
Chriſt taughtnot to break up their meetings wich armed mea , notco ſpeile and 
rake their goods from them, but to feed enemies, and love enemies ; now your 
love is ſcen who are men of New England, quite contrary to the love of Chrift 
and the command of Chriſt, and dodrine of the Apoſtles, in this entertaining 
of ſtratgers, andſo haye fhewed your (elyes to be the baſtard Chriſtians, ſuck as 
have gotthe name, butare dead from the life and power; was there eyer ſuch 
a neſt and company of mad men gathered together, that nothing will ſatisfie 
them but che eats, burning in the hand, and pciſoming»fining, plundring,ſtrainin 

the goods of people, whipping with pitch ropes 3 Is this New Englands ſpiritua 

weapons that they fight withall? have they no better weapons to fight for Chriſts 
kiugdem? doth not this manifeſt to be the weapons of the deyil, Satan, the wick- 
ed one, and fuch as fight withfleſh, and not with the powers of darkneſs, for 
they that doſcy muſt fight with fpiritual weapons; are not you become a ſtiak to 
all the beatheus and Indians avout you? onely be recorded among the unrigh- 
tcous and bloody perſeeuters ; Oh bloody New England, whom nothing will 
ſatizhe but blood and life ! Oh banitking New England, ſpoilers of the goods of 
people. Oh New England is this thy work, to cut off ears, whip with pitch 
ropes? haſtthounot ſtained thy glory forever , mar'd thy profefſien, and made 
thy Religion to ſtink before God and men, and made thy felf an abomination 
to all that ſeeks God, and made your ſelves manifeſt who are brought now to 
the light, thacall your profctlion hath been but from your own rotten, corrupt, 
hard hearts, and not from the ſincerity ofthe Lord; how many hath bled among 
you? how are you beſprinakled with the blood of the innocent of the Lord? 
how have ye mar'd and diſmembred the creatures of God? which had you been 
in his wiſdom, you would have loved them and received them, though they had 
been enemies, and ſoughtto have brought the creature into the liberty of the 
ſons of God; how ha: your mad, earth'y, deviliſh, ſenſual wiſdem appeared,and 
the fruits of it declared it ſelf,not to be the wiſdom which is from above,which is 
gentle, meck, and caſily to be entreated, and pure, and peaceable; Oh how 1s 
many thouſands in old England grieved co fee that thus you are fallen iato the 
carth,and into the dark power and ated with it,and fled from the fancerity which 
ſome of you had ſormerly. $h how i+ your maiden head gone, and youloſt 
from the virgin» tate, that you are become vain and more brutiſh then aay men. 
Oh who wou'd haye looked for ſuch (ruits from New England, who themlclves 
were once under ſuffering and bani/kment? Oh who would have looked and ex- 
peed, rh.at your latter end {hou!d have been worſe then the beginning, who are 
gone now with the dog , biting and worying , and yomiting out the filthineſs , 
which ſome of it we have {cena in Old England here. Oh who would have 
thought anlexpeRed that you ſhould have been the ſow which was once waſh- 
cd, and arc now wallowing ia the mire, rents and tears? Oh! who wouldhave ex. 
peed, cr have looked, taat you in New England, who was baniſhed for Reli- 
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gions ſake, ſhould now become as briars and thornes, and a wilderneſs, and 
weeds, whoſe heart hath the pofſeilion of the earth and not the Lord » Oh! who 
would think that you ſhould be the men that would have trampled thus the do- 
Arine of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, and their congmands under your feet , and 
have turned fuch Apoſtates in your latter age,and have broughtforth ſuch fruits» 
and haye been fo corrupted, and have forgotten the Lord, his mercy, hand, aad 
power, before your life ended. Oh miſerable! the lamentation 1s over you 
all; Oh who would have belicved that ſuch a thirſt would have riſen among yous 
that nothing will quench but the bloed of the innocent, and the blood of thene 
that keep the command of Chrift, and walks'in the dodrine of the Apoſtles! was 
there ever the like heard of in the Scriptureor New Teſtament as your felver?with 
whom will you paralel your ſelves > Oh! I am grieved that you or any one up- 
'on the earth thould profeſs Scriptures, and bring ſuch a tain upon your felves, 
and ſuch adiſhanor upon the truth , and caule the name of Chriſt and his do- 
Arine , and the Apoſtles, to be thus blaſphemed by the vulgar ſort, and fer at 
nought through ſuch a wretched company as you; but thehand of the Lord 1s 
rurned againſt you and gone oyer you, and his mighty power is ſtretched over 
you that you cannot hide your ſelves nor be hid, but the Lord God of power by 
his power will bring all your aQions to light, and his power and arme you can- 
noteſcape;and you had been better a milſtone had heen hanged aboutyour necks 
then you had offended the little ones ; and if they go into everlaſting puni- 
ſhment that are the goats that viſit nor Chiiit in priſon , what will become of 
you, and whether will ye go, that cut off the ears, and priſons , and burns , and 
baniſhes, and whips with pitch ropes till you make their bodies like jellics;aow 
this is your fruits (who hath had long the theeps cloaching ) which is the mark 
of Goats, the mark of Wolyes, the mark of Antichriſt , and the falſe Prophets, 
which are not to be followed , for the power of the Lord God lets ſee over you, 
and gives victory and dominion ; and I believe them that be in the power of 
God, will not fear you tortures, wi'l not fear your pitch ropes, who uſe to beat 
them till you make their bodies like Jellies,and not fear your cutting of ears,ner 
burning in the hand, and your murdering and putting to death for wearing their 
hats, and ſaying, Thoxto a particular perſon, and trembling at the word of 
God , and working out their falyation with fear and ccembling ; if ſuch meet 
in our Pattents and [uriſdiftions, burn then in the hand, cut off their ears, fine 
them, priſon them, baniſh them, whip them with pitch ropes 3 Is not this New 
Englands Government at the heighth of their rage , and they with the devil up- 
on the pinacle doing his work , andcall that the higher power, to whichpeople 
muſt be ſubje&t to,with which they a theſe things to maintain and upholdtheic 
Chucch- Miniſtry , and Chriſtianity which is far below the power of God, and 
the power of Godis far above it, which will overthrow that power and the at- 
ors both. G.F. 


Tothe Townof Boſfon in New England. 


Boſton is « withered branchthe ſap of the vine is departed from it; your profeſtion is 
become barren and your glory is become withered; Je are departed from the Lord,and have 
followed your own inventions: How is thy beamty faded, thaw who was famonut among 
the Nations for thy teal towards God:but now thy xeai is turnedin to hypocrifie,andeu- 
Vy hath eaten you Hs and malice iz as a _ emmng Jos and the way of prace you 
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know not, but are following that which makes deſolate; therefore return while you have 
eime,and let God be minded by you leaſt he brek, forth againſt you with anunreſ;flible 
flood, which you cannot be ablets eſcape; be not proud, for thy beauty thew haſt loft, axd 
#hy glory is ſtained; but ſeek after him who is pruares whoſe worsbip Hand: in the ſpirit; 
and no longer worship the works of your own hands, leaſt inthe day of your difireſ; your 
bouſes de left wnre you deſolate, and your babitation waft, and then you may with that 
while you had vimey ye þad minded the things which belong to your peace , and ſo ceaſe 
from your boaſting , «nd ſeerch your hearts with the light of Chriſt , end let hypecrifie 
dwell no longer in thens, leaſt being double minded you be hut out with bypecrices in us- 
var darkneſs, where chall be weepimggend wailing,and guething of teeth ; ſo while you 
heve time prixeit, and while you Pave tive repent of your ungedlineſcand cruelsy ated 
on the Lambs of Chriſt, leaſt you followi the way you now walk, in , do fall into the 
gir of perdici ", owe of which there is 70 redemption : And this is wrbtzen to thee by one 
who ſees thy withered *ſeare,and bath ſufferedin thes for the reſrimony {| a good conſcience, 
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k,n forementioned ſufferings inflied on the bedies and eftates of 
ſuch as fear the Lord, and worſhip him in ſpy ir, and therefore with drew 
from the dead ſacrifices of the'Churches:in New- Eng/aud, the Rulers find- 
ig that their formet Laws anf8Adts did nst eEcft tharwthith they intended, 
namaly, the thorow rooting ot the, pawen.at godbact , 204:them that 
dwell init, they proceeded to make another Law, webieke was. (raftexrauch 
railing, and caſting as many odious terms onthem that are ca'led Quakers, 
as they could rake up) Thatif any of them were found in their juriſdithon 
that were nos I _ hand be bavidhed wyyn painef demh.. 

Tn proſecutor of this their Ordey as thru May-Court, 4659. they 
baniched Ce Wk Brend to be gohe in Fr ont ud” -_ Found a#- 
ter that time, he was to be apprehended and caſt in p1iſun , and proceeded 
with ——_—_ their Law, which is Death. k 

And at the lame Court for the offences pretended. againit ſome of the 
Inbabicants, for which they had from time: time ſuffered long impriſon- 
ments, cruel whippings, and {cCourgings, and the ſpoiling of, heir 1to, 
a great value, the Rulers took zold on {1x of them and þaniſhed: Ge 
#n pain of death, two of which were very aged people , who throigh tra- 
vels by ſe&\nke for their years, "and ſufferings; and other iniconveriences 
which cune-upon them in their baniſhed fate, hayeicaded their dayes, 
whoſe death we cen dano lels then put wpon the account of. their pexſecu- 
tors, they being the occalion of it. Imce which they have impriſored fire 
mere, three men and a woman, who they caſt in priſep with ber clothes 
wet, and a childe berween ten ad cleven years of ape, who was moved of 
the Lord to go ſrem her 6utward being, 105. miles to Bvſion, where ſhe was 
caſt into priſon, and being ewamined , horanſwers'wert fo far beyond the 
erdinary capacity of a child of her years, that the Governor confeficd there 
was a fpirit inher beyond the {piricof a woman; but being blind, and not 
ſecing God perfcRing his praiſe out of the childs mouth, ſaid, It was the 
Devil: Theſe &ve were in priſon ts be banifhed on paik 6f death; theic Mit- 
wauſcs fellow, which will further thew the ſpirits of them that write them; 
and from what ſpirit they take advice, wheſe ways we fo contrary to God, 
and theſe thatfollow him. | 

T's the Keeper of the Priſon : Tow are by vertue hertef required 1s takeints 
your cuſtody the perſen: of Nich. Davis, Will. Robinſon, Marmaduke Steven 
ſon, «»« Patience$cot, [ the child aforementioned] peers z according ts 
the Law madein ONleb. 1658; 1 be ſurete keep thews cloſe Priſentys till the next 
Cours of A fliflanss, whereby they are 16 be tryed according to Lacs, nat ſuffering 
any 19come a3 thu, or G/courſemith thaw, without ſpecial Order from this Conrs 
and allew them onely Priſoners fart, nnleſt is be in times of fickneſ. 

Dated at Z»fon, Junc 16. 165 9. By the Court, Zdw.RewſonScc. 

T's the Keeper of rhe Priſen : T ew are by verine hergef required ts take into 

your cuſtody the perſon ef Mary Dyre, who on her examination before Amntherity, 
profeſt her coming into theſe parts was to viſit the priſoners , the Quakers now in 
held, and that the was of the ſame Religion Hurnphrey Nerton was of, which was 
11h, and refuſing to give « dire} an{mer to what was propeſed nut her, or any #- 
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ther ecfuſion; {ht tage bitber for affirming the Light ( of Chrifs) withis ber 5 he 
Rule) ber [aftly keep in cloſe ere the next Court of Afſiantr,according to the 
Law titled, quakes. Dated Inly»1.1659.4t Bofton,By Order, E. Rawſon Rec, 
This Order of: cloſe imprilopment was Friftly followed, for when we 
hears from ber, the hed been kepr ys weeks in x linile room , and had not 


been out wpon.aapoccafien. | 
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A true Copy of 4 Letter which was ſent from one who was a Magis 
oy frare in New-England, 7 4 friend of bun London. 


Honoared $ I R, FP? 7 GL ai * | 
MY Reſpes preſented to you and Mrs. Brows, ho- 
ing and defiring your preſent and eternal wet- 
' Kee. oe. As for the ftate and rohdirion of things 
amongtt us, it is ſad, and ike fo tocontigiie; the Antichriſt; 
an peuſecuting ſpirit is, very a&tive ,.and.thag inthe powers 
of this Worldz hethat will not whipand {laſh , baniſh aud 
perſecute men that difter in matters of Religion, muſt noe 
tir'on the Bench, nor ſuſtain any office in Commonwealth; 
Laſt cle&ion Mr, Hatherly and my'(elf left. off che” Bench, 
and myſelf. diſcttarged of my Captaigeſhip,, becauſe I had 
encertgined ſomeof the Quakers at my Houte: (hereby tiiav 
I might che/berter be acquainred with cheir principles; ) I 
thoughe better fo to do, then with che blind World co cen- 
ſure, condemn, rail, and, revilg them when ghey never aw 
cheir perſons ,.uor, knew any of gheir principles.; Bur the 
Quakers and my (elf; cannot cloleundivers things, and ſol 
1gnified co the Court I was no Exakey, butt muft bear my te- 
ſ{1mony againft ſimdry things thatthey held, as F had occa- 
fion and opportunity; but withall I cold then, That as I was 
no.aa4k#r.,.10 Ewould be no.Perſegutor : Ehis. ſpiric did 
work thoſe-two years that Lwas of the Magiftracy, during 
which eime I was on ſundry occaftons forced co declare m 
diſcent in fandry afingsof thar natures which alchongh 
done with all moderation of expreſsiun, together with due 
reſpe& unto the ret, yer it wrought great diſ-affefion aud 
prejudice in them againſt me, ſo that if Ifhonld ſay ſome of 
themſelves fer ochers ow work to frame a Perition againſt 
7 Hs me, 
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me, that ſo they might have a ſhbeming ground from others 
(though firſt moved and ated by themſelves) to lay me 
what they could under reproach) I ſhould do no wrong, the 
Perition was with nineteen hands,it wil be roo long to make 
rehearſal of 3 it wrought ſuch a difturbancein our Town, 
and-in our Military' company; thac whejithe Aft of Court 
was read inthe Head of the Company, had not I beth pre- 
ſent, and made a ſpeech to them, I fear there had been ſuch 
atings as would have been of a ſad conſequence. The court 
waS$ again followed with another Petition of 54. hands,thar 
'I migtt be reftere&to rhem','or fome fatisfaftory Rexfons 
wherefore | might fiot? The conrtreturn the” Peticioners an 
anſwer with much plaufibleneſs of ſpecch; carrying with ic 
great ſhew of reſpe& to them, readily acknowledging with 
the Pecitioners , my parts and gifts, and how uſeful I had 
been in my Place, profeſSitg they had nothingat all againft 
me, bur onely in that'thing of gjving entertainment” ro' the 
ers, 'whien as I broke ns in giving them a nights 
lodging or two , and ſome yiguals ; for our Law thery was, 
If any entertain a Quaker, and keepe bim after be is warned by a 
Magiſtrate to deyart , the party fo entertaining ſhall pay 20. s. 4 
week for entertaining them © Since has been made a Foe: Tf as 
17 extertain « quaker, if but 4 quarter of aw honr, he # to forfeit 
5:1. Another, That if any ſer 4 quaker , he « bound if ha lives 
fix miles or mare from the Conſtable, yet he muſt preſently go and 
ive notice to the Conftable,or elſe # ſabe to the cenſure of Court, 
which may be, Hang hbiw.) Another; That if the Conſtable 
know or hear of any quakerin hi Precintts, he u preſently to ap+ 
prebend bin, and , he will not preſently depart the Town, the Cou- 
Pable 14 towhip thews, and ſo ſend thew away ; and divers have 
been whipt with us in our Patent; and truly to tell you 
lainly that the whipping of them with ſuch cruelty as 
ome have been whipt, and their patience under it, hath 
ſometimes been the occafion of gaining more adherence to 
chem, then if they had ſuffered them openly to have prea- 
ched a Sermon : Alſo another Law , That f there be a Qua- 
kers weeting any where in this Collony, the party in whoſe houſe, or 
on whoſe ground, « to pa) _ the Preaching-quakgr 40. 5. every 
2 var 
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can, they baniſhthem upon pain of death if ever they come 
there again 3. We-expeth, that-we muſt do the like, we muſt 
dance after their..Pipe 3. Now: Plmonth-Saddle-is upon the 
Bay-Horſe, (to wit, Boſton $bwe ſhall follow gherhwon:the ca- 
reer, for it is well if in ſome there be nota defire to be their 
apes and.imicators in all their proceedings in-things of this 
nature; all theſe:carnal and ancichriſtian wayes being not 
of Gods appouitment, effe& Horhingas, to the obftruſting 
or hindering then in their way.or courſe, itis.onely. the 
Word and Spirit of the Lord that is able to convince gain. 
fayers; they are the mighty Weapons of a chriſtians War. 
fare, by which great and migbty things are done. and ac- 
compliſhed : They have many Meetings, ;and many adhe- 
rents, almoſt the whole. town, of: Sand. is'adbering to- 
wards them; and give meleavea little to: acquaint you with 
their ſufferings, which is grievous unto, and (ads the hearts 
of moſt of the precious Saints.of God , it lyes down wich 
them, and rifegup with chem, and theycannor put ic out of 
cheir minds, tq fee and _ hear of poor Families deprived of 
their comforts, and they brought into Penury and want, 
(you may fay, by what means? and to what end? ) as far as 
I am able to.1udge of the end,irtis to force them from their 
homes 'and lawful habitations, and to drive them out of 
our coaſts; Maſatha/at: have baniſhed ſax of their own Inha- 
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bitants to be gone on pain of 2b), and I wifh that blood 
be not ſhed ; but our poor peopleare pillaged, and plunde- 
red of cheir goods, and happily when they have no moreto 
ſatisfie this unfatiable deſire,at laſt may be forced to fly, and 
glad they have their lives fora prey : As for the means by 
which chey are ſoimpoveriſhed, theſe inthe fiſt place were 
ſcupalous of an Oath , why then, we muſt put in force 
an old Law, thatall muſt take the Oath of fidelity, this be- 
ing tendred, they will noctake it, and then we muſt ad ® 
more force to the Law, and that is, if any ſhall refuſe or 
negle& to take it by ſuch a time, ſhall Pay 5 1. or depart che 
Colony. - | 

When che time is come they are the ſame as they were, 
then goes out the. Marſhal,and fetches away their Cows,and 
other Cattle, Well, anotherCourt comes,they are required 
to take the,Oath again, they cannot, then 5 1, more,on this 
account 35 head of Cattle, as I am credibly informed, has 
been by che authority of our Court taken from them the 
latter part of chis Summer; and theſe people ſay, if they 
have more right to them. then themſelves, let them take 
them, ſome.that had a-Cow onely, ſome two Cows, ſome 
three.Cowes, and many ſmal} Children in their Families, 
to whom in Summer time, a Cow or two was the greateſt 
outward comfort they had for their Subliftence, A poor 
Weaver that hasſeven ſmall children, or eight, I know not 
which, he himſelf lame in his body, had but two cows, and 
both taken from him,the Marſhall asked him what he would 
do,he muſt have his. Cows,the man ſaid, that God that gave 
him them, he doubted not, but would ftill provide ay a 
To-fill upthe meaſure yet more full, though to the further 
emptying of Sandwitch men of their outward comforts, the 
laft Court of afliſtants, the firſt Tae/day of this inſtant the 
Court was pleaſed to determine fines on Sandwitch men for 
meetings, ſometimes on firſt dayes of the week, (omertimes 
on other dayes, as they ſay, they meet ordinarily twice 
in theweek beſides the Lords day, 1501. whereof Williaw 
Naland is 241. for he and his wife, atios. a meeting, Wil. 
liam Allen 46. |. ſome aftirm it 49 1,the poor Weaver before 


ſpoken of 20-1; Brother Cook told me, oneof the Biechren 
at 


—— —————O 


24) 
at Baſtable certifled him (42 he Was in the Weavers 
houle when (cruel Barlow) Sandwitch Marſhal came to dc- 
mand the ſumme, and he ſaid chat he was fully enformed 
of all the poor man had, and thought ifall lajd to» 
gether it was not *wortlr ro], what will be theeud of ſuch 
courſes and-praQiees, the Lord-onely knows, Theartilyand 
earneſtly prayzthat vheſe and ſuch hike courles neither raiſe 
up amongſt us, nor bring in upon us, either the ſword 
or any devouring calamity, asa juſt avenger of the Loxds 
quarrel for Ads of injuſtice and opprefsion, and that we 
may every oue findout the plague of 'his own heart,and put 
away the evil of his own doings,& meet the Lord by entrea- 
riesof peace, before it be too Jate,and there be no remedy, - 
Qur Civil Powers are ſo exerciſed in 'rhings appertaining 
to the Kingdome of Chriſt in matters of: Religion and Con- 
ſcience, that we can have no time to effect any thing , 
that tendsto the promotion of the Civil Weal or the pro- 
ſperity of the place,but now we muft have a State Religion, 
uch as the powers of the world wilt allow (and no other) 
a State-Miniſter, and a State way of maintenance, and we 
muſt worſhip and ferve the Lord Jefus, asthe world ſhall 
appoint us, we muſt all go tothe publick place of meeting 
in the Pariſh where he dwells, or be preſented, T am infor- 
med of three or fourſcore laſt Court preſented, for not co- 
ming to publick meetings, and let me tell you how they 
brought this about, you may remember a Law once made, 
called Thomas Hixk/eys *Law , [that if any negleQed the 
worſhip of God in the place where he lives, and (er up a 
worſhip contrary to God, and the allowance of this Go- 
vernment, tothe publick prophanation of Gods holy day, 
and Ordinance ſhall pay 1c s.this Law would not reach,what 
then wasaimed at becauſe he-muſt doſo and fo, that is, afl 
things there expreſſed, orelſe break not the Law in Xarch 
laft a court of Deputies was called, and ſome Aas touching 
Quakers were made ; and then they contrived co make this 
Law tobe ferviceable to them, and that was by patting our 
the word (and) and put in the word (or) which is a diſc 
jun&&ive, and makes every branch to become a Law, ſo now 
x any do negle&, or will not come tothe publick Meetings, 
10 $, 
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19.5, for every defeft, certainly, we either have lefs wit, or 
more money then the Aaſathyſers, for, for5 s, a day a man 
may ftay away till it come to 12. or 13 |. if he had it 
but to pay them: and theſe men altering this Law now in 
March, yer left it dated Jwnethe 6th 1651. and ſoit ſtands 
as the At ofa General court,they to be the Authors of it ſe- 
ven years before it was in being, and ſo you yourſelf have 
your yu and ſharein it, if the Recorder he not,” but what 
may be the. reaſon that they ſhould not by another Law 
madeand dated that conre, as well effe& what was intend» 
ed, as by altering a word, (and ſo tke whole ſence) of the 
Law, and leave this their A& by the dateof ircharged on 
another courts account; ſurely the chief inſtruments in the 
bulinefle, being privy eo the Aﬀ of Parliament for liberty 
ſhould coo openly have a&ed repugnant to a Law of Zxg- 
land, but if they can do the thing, and leave it on a court 
as making it fix years before the A& of Parliament, there 
can be\no danger mthis, and thav they 'were privy to the 
Act of Parliamens for liberty to: be ther in being, is evi- 
dens that che; Depiities right be free toaTir, they told us 
that now the ProteRor taod nat engaged to the articles for 
liberty; for the Parliament had now taken the power into 
to their own hands, and had given the Protetor a new 
Oath, onely m generalto maintain che Proteftane Religi- 
on, and ſo produced the oathym a Paper in writing, where- 
as the AQ of Paxliament, and the Oath are both in one 
book in Print, {o that they that were privy to the one,could 
not be ignorant of the other, bur till all is well, ' if we 
can bur keep the people ignorant of their liberties and Pri- 
viledges, then we have liberty to a in onrown wills what 
we'pleaſe, we are wrapped up in a Labyrinch of confuſed 
Laws,that the free mens power 15 quite gone, and it was faid 
laſt June Court by one, that they knew nothing the freemen 
had there todo ; Sandwirch men may not go tothe Bay,leaſt 
they be taken up for Quakers, William Nalani was there a- 
bout his occalions ſome ten: dayestince, and they pur him 
priſon 24 hours,and ſent tordivers to witneſs againſt him, 
bur chey had not proof enough to make chim a Quaker, 
which it ke had he (ſhould have becu whipt, nay they may 
not 
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not go about their own occaſions in other Towns in onr 
Colony,but warrants liein ambuſh coapprekend them, and 
bring them before a Magiſtrate to give an account of their 
bufineſſe. Some of the Quakers from Read land came to 
bring them goods to trade with theni, -and that for far rea- 
ſonabler terms, then the profeſſing, oppreſſiing Merchants 
of the Country, but chat will not be ſuffered, that unleſſe 
the Lord ſtep in to their help and afliftancein ſome way be? 
yond mans conceiving, their'cafe is fad and robepiied” 
and truly, it moves. bowels of compaſston from all ſorts 
except thoſe in place, who carry with a high hand toward 
them, through mercy we have as yet amongR us worthy Mr. 
Danſter, whom the Lord has made boldly to bear teſtimony 
againſt the Spirit of perſecution: Our Bench now is The- 
was Prince, Governour, 'Mr. Collier,Captain Willer, Captain 
Winſlow, Mr. Alden, Lieutenant Soxthworth, William Bradford 
Thomas Hinkly.Mr.C oltier laſt June would not fit on the Bench 
ifI ſat there, and now will not fic the next year, unlefle he 
may have 30 1, fit by him : our Court and Deputies laſt 
June made Captain Winſlow a Major, ſurely we are- all mer- 
cenary Souldiers, that muſt have a 'Major impoſed on us, 
Doubtlefſe the next Courv they may chooſe us a Governor, 
and AſsRants alſo, a free man ſhall need to do nothing,bur 
bear ſuch burdens as ſhall be laid upon him; Mr. Alden has 
deceived the expeQation of many, and indeed loſt the af- 
feftions of ſuch as I judge were his cordiall Chriſtian 
friends, who is very active in ſuch wayes, asF pray God may 
not be charged on him, to be opprefhons ofa high nature. 
Writtensn December 1658. - 
This Letter was publifhed, not by the direftion or know 
ledge of the Author, who ſent ir over to his friend for pri 
vate information, but ſeeing that upon the peruſall ir is 
found to be of publick concernment, which coming into 
the hands of ſome, i was thought meet to be publiſhed to 
the view of all. 
Even the. ſes Monflers draw out the breaſts, they give ſuck to 
their young ones. The Danghter of my people 34 beceme erwel Uike 


the Oftriches in the wilderneſſe. Lam. 4.3. 
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